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BE A TRAVELING AMBASSADOR
1.  Be Label Conscious> None of us like to be stereotyped, but people do it all the time.  They label you by your country of origin. "He is an American," or "She is Brazilian." It's important to be aware of this, because your behavior helps others to determine what they think about your country. If they like you, they tend to generalize and think Americans or Brazilians as likeable. 

2. To Err is Human> Everyone makes cultural faux pas. It is inevitable, even if you are well-meaning.  So it always helps to find out about cultural norms in advance, and apologize if you make a mistake. Instead of getting defensive, apologizing shows you are willing to learn. It earns you good-will points, and makes people think well of the culture you come from. 

3. There Is No Comparison> People want to think their city or country is admired by others. Even if they are plagued by poverty, crime, natural disasters or manmade disasters, they love knowing that you find good things about the place they live.  Try not to make comparisons to "what we have back home." A compliment to one's city or country is, to many people, like a compliment paid to them. 

4. Sharing is Caring>  Wherever you go, you can't assume that people know a lot about where you come from.  They may know a lot about American music and movie stars, but your home town is probably off their radar.  Bring photos from home. The more they learn about you, the more they are apt to like you and the country you come from. 
5. You're Not Mrs. or Mr. Moneybags>  Some people may assume that all Americans are rich, because America is a wealthy nation. You should never give handouts or money. Instead, consider buying from people who really need money, or make donations to charities. What you can always give--whether you buy or not-- is attention, fairness and respect.  

9. Be a Blender > If people greet each other with folded hands, try to do the same. If they cover up, make sure you are not showing a lot of skin. If they don't drink alcohol, try to forego it. If they speak quietly, adjust the volume of your voice.  Your blending behavior is an unspoken way of telling people you respect their ways. It reflects well on you and your country. After-all, you’re the visitor to their home and you came there to see how their life is, not change them to yours. 

10. So There You Are> If you follow the tips above, you will be an ambassador for your country.  You will create good will wherever you go, and show what generous, open-minded people your countrymen and women are.  If enough of us are ambassadors, it can affect the way America is perceived in the world, and create opportunities for peace and cooperation.

______________________________________________________________________________________________
At Love To Travel  we urge you to, "Get out and travel!" Learn about people and cultures other than your own. Share a laugh, a hearty handshake and some kindness. If enough of us do it the world just might become a more peaceful and friendly place to dwell.    Happy Travels!







 







(portions excerpted from Trusted Adventures)

